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15th Annual Blast Off Tournament

August 14th and 15th, 2010

Glanbrook Arena
Welcome to the 15th annual Blast Off tournament.  We have received a total of 76 entries this year!  We would like to thank all the clubs who have entered and are looking forward to a great weekend of racing; we couldn’t do this without you!   Special shout out to all of our out of region clubs, it’s nice to see you back!  Did you check out the seeding?  We seeded this tournament as close as we could to make for some outstanding racing.  It did add a few more divisions then we normally would have had and subsequently made the schedule a bit longer.  Our judges are committed to flying through these races as quickly as possible so please be ready.  We got two of the best, so if you work with them, I’m sure they can hit 18 + races an hour once they get down to 1 minute warm ups and get you all on your way home or to the Saturday night activities at a decent time.
Private Lessons:  Aaron and Kelly will both be available on Friday evening for private sessions.  This will begin at 4:30 PM and run as long as they are needed.  Please contact Aaron (positivepups@yahoo.ca) or Kelly (krobbins@telus.blackberry.net) in advance if you are interested.  
Friday Night Single Dog Racing:  Due to an overwhelming demand we plan on running this, but the start time is yet to been determined.  Racing will begin after Aaron and Kelly’s private lessons.  We will be sure to let you know a few days before the tournament so you can plan accordingly.  We have received permission from NAFA to use the EJS Friday night for single dog racing. The cost will be $5 for 5 heats. You are responsible for finding a running mate in the other lane. If you give us advance notice, I am sure we can provide a few dogs for you to run against.

Start Time: Racing will begin at 8:00 AM on both Saturday and Sunday.  Why you might ask with the schedule being a bit long, because starting at 7 or 7:30 AM just sucks!  Once again, we have faith in our judges that they will get us done at a decent time.
Warm Ups:  For each team’s first race of the day, you will get two minutes.  All races after that, you will get one minute.  Warm ups begin as soon as the previous teams have removed their boxes from the ring.

Judges: We have a great line-up of judges this year, two of which are official judges for CanAm 2010.  Both Dave Walt and Jason Crawford will be judging for the majority of the days, with relief from Dave Dery, Josh Watson and Hugh Morrow.
Measuring:  Josh will be handling measuring, which will take place at 7:30 am Saturday morning.  

Race Formats/Placement: 

Multi 1 - Double Round Robin 3 of 5, placement 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
Multi 2 – Quadruple Round Robin 3 of 5, placement 1st and 2nd.
Open 1, 2, 3 & 5- Double Round Robin 3 of 5, placement 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
Open 4 - Triple Round Robin 3 of 5, placement 1st and 2nd. 
Reg 1 - Single Round Robin 3 of 5, placement 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 
Reg 2 & 7 - Triple Round Robin 3 of 5, placement 1st and 2nd. 
Reg 3, 4, 5 & 6 - Double Round Robin 3 of 5, placement 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 
Vet 1 - Double Round Robin 3 of 3, placement 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
Tie Breakers:  1st – head to head racing.  2nd - fastest time head to head (if it is only 2 teams tied).  3rd –fastest tournament time.

Box Judging:  We please request that the box loaders stay to box judge the race immediately following theirs.   If you can’t we understand and will get that seat filled.  You may be saying why do you guys need help, your one of the biggest clubs in NAFA?  Well it goes like this, we want in on all this great racing as well.  Also if anyone would like to learn, or help out, to line judge, we will be more then happy to sit with you and teach you.  If your under 18, we will need to go ask the RD if it’s OK  (if she has not already approved you) but she is pretty cool and has always let us work with the kids.
Awards:  As always the Woody Cup and Saber award will be up for grabs and will be awarded to the winner of Regular 1 and Multi 1 respectively.  The Don Newton award will once again be handed out to the club displaying the most sportsmanship.  Lastly, the Radar award will be given to the dog Aaron feels displays Radar’s heart, speed and overall just makes you take notice of that dog as Radar always did right to the end.
Junior Handlers:  The kids are VERY important to us and we want them to be recognized!  So if your child (16 or under) has not received their 2010 Junior Handler pin, let us know and we will call them up during awards in front of all the adults and let them be the center of attention.  NAFA is very generous with these and knows the kids are the future of the sport so to them a Junior Handler is any kid that helps out being it running a dog, ball shagging or box loading (now that would be impressive because even the adults have problems with this every now and then.  Imagine a kid showing us all up).  Let’s make these kids feel like a million bucks and give them a huge round of applause when they come up.
Food:  We are working hard to secure a food vendor and it looks as though we have one.  We will let you know if this changes.  They will be located close to the front doors.
Vendors & Pictures:  We have a wide variety of fantastic products for you this year.  These include: cool coats, tugs, treats and collars.  As well, we are pleased to have TTL photography (www.ttlphoto.com) back once again to take some actions shots during racing.  
Saturday After Racing Entertainment:  This year we believe you will definitely not be disappointed!   During the racing on Saturday you will be able to bid on Rocket Relay members that have been chosen as your “favourites” to get Dunked!!!  All proceeds of the Dunk Tank will be going towards the Ontario SPCA.  More details will be provided in your welcome bag.
Pot Luck:  Another tradition of the Blast Off tournament is the potluck after racing on Saturday.  This year our team will be providing a wide variety of chicken wings as well as all of the plates, napkins and utensils.  If you and your team would like to participate please send Sherry an email at sonicnrg@mountaincable.net to help her plan for numbers and to let her know what you are planning to bring so that we can ensure we get a variety of foods!
Community Fire:  On Saturday night we invite you all over to our fire so we can tell each other of all those perfect (or not so perfect) starts and how great our handling had been that day.   Team Hard Drive will be there, maybe we can talk them into bringing out the guitar and drums and see where it goes from there.  Maybe we can even put some Grease Lightning on so Howie and Angela Decker can show us their moves again.  If this turns into what is has in the past it will make for a great night with tons of laughs.  So please join us.  We are usually not hard to find, look for the Cyclone with the music cranked.
Directions:  Really, we need to give you directions?  Come on, everyone knows how to get to Blast Off.  For those of you who are experiencing this for the first time, it’s really easy to get there.  Since we all have access to the internet or have GPS, how about we just give you the address and you can take care of the rest since you will all be coming from different directions.
Glanbrook Arena:

4300 Binbrook Road RR1, 

Binbrook, ON

L0R 1C0

Camping/Trailers:  This year we have an estimated 45 + trailers that we will need to accommodate.   Since both space and hook-ups will need to be coordinated carefully we are having all individuals who arrive with a trailer see Kelly Robbins before setting up.  She will be available by 8:00 am Friday morning and will be happy to help you get settled for the weekend.   If you set up without seeing her, you may be required to move.  Camping on site will not be available until Friday morning.  If you want some help finding a place close by to stay Thursday night, just let me know and we will help you out.  Trailers will be required to pay $25.00 for the weekend as per our contract with the city.  There will be an envelop in your welcome back marked camping fees, please drop that off at the head table on Saturday.  If your trailer is getting power from the building (either running your own cord to the panel or piggy backing off another trailer) at any point in time during the weekend, you will be required to pay.  If we do not see a cord running to your trailer and you are running off a generator, then you are not required to pay the camping fee.  Ron will be taking a tour of the grounds some time on Saturday to do a quick count.
Washrooms/Showers:  There are both washrooms and showers available inside the arena.  Once the arena closes, they will not be available.  We will let you know what time this will be once we know.
Hospital: McMaster University Medical Centre - 1200 Main St. W., Hamilton, ON L8N 3Z5.  From the venue head west on Binbrook Rd towards Hwy 6.  Turn left at Upper James St/Hwy 6.  Take the 1st right onto Hwy 6 N (signs for Toronto/Brantford/Hwy 403).  Merge onto Hwy 403 East towards Toronto.  Exit 403 at Aberdeen Avenue.  Turn left at the lights at Longwood Avenue (1st set of lights).  Turn left onto Main Street West.  Continue along Main Street West for several blocks.  Turn right into the hospital's driveway and follow signs to parking facilities.
Animal Care:  After hour’s clinic: Halton-Wentworth Emergency Veterinary Clinic, (905 529-1004), 505 King St W, Hamilton, ON.  Hours: Weekdays 6 pm to 8 am, Saturday and Sunday, 24 hours.  (Go North on highway 6 from Caledonia, it becomes, Upper James St, follow it down “the mountain” onto Victoria Ave, follow Victoria (one-way north) to King E (one-way west), turn left on to King E, cross James St onto King W and follow King W. to # 505.  It is on the South side of King W.

If a vet is needed during regular business hours the Grand River Vet Clinic is located on Hwy 6/Argyle as you enter the town of Caledonia.    

Raffle:  As always, the Blast Off raffle is one of the best.  Take a stroll past it and then come looking (if they have not already found you) for a Rocket Relay member to make a deal on tickets.  We love to wheel and deal so put all your clubs money together and come see us; we are sure you will be very pleased with how generous we will be.
Hotels:  Please contact us if you are looking for a hotel to stay in for the weekend.  We are still working on the local ones but pet friendly hotels in the city of Hamilton are few and far between so you may have a bit of a drive (aprox. 30 minutes) if they do not give in.
Please Pick Up After Your Dog so we will continue to be welcomed back for many more years to come.  Bags Will Be Located At The Entrance Doors. 
Should you have any questions or concerns leading up to or during the tournament, please feel free to come and see me, Meg Robinson.  Please also don’t hesitate to e-mail me with any questions or concerns at mj_robinson13@yahoo.ca and I will do my best to address them.

Looking forward to seeing you all there!!! 

