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5th Annual Fall Tournament
November 5-6, 2011

Ancaster Fair Grounds
Welcome to our 5th Annual Fall Tournament.  We have 40 teams entered so it will be run as a one ring tournament.  The bad thing about that is, it will be a long day.  The good thing is that no lottery was required so no teams were turned away and double listing is permitted.  Thank you to all the clubs who entered.  We are looking forward to a great weekend of racing!
Venue/Directions:  
· Ancaster Fair Grounds - 630 Trinity Road RR#1.  Jerseyville, Ontario.  L0R 1R0.  
· Take Hwy 403 to 52 Copetown exit.  Turn left and follow it through the lights.  Fair grounds will be on your right.
Crating/RV’s:  First come first serve but it should not be an issue since there is a lot of space on the grounds.  RV’s will be required to pay $40 for the weekend.  $25 if only one night.  You have to let us know before hand since we have to prepay for it and get the tag to put on your cord.  If your cord does not have a tag on it, the fair grounds will unplug you Saturday night!!!  
Start Time:  Racing starts at 8:00 am on Saturday.  As for Sunday, Day Light savings time ends Sunday morning so 8 am will still feel like 9 am, do you all want to start at 7 am so that way we get out an hour earlier?  Keep in mind it will be long days.  The building will be opened around 7 am on Saturday and at least 30 mins before racing starts on Sunday.
Judges:  Our Judges for the weekend will be Dave Walt, Dave Dery, Melissa Taliana and our Regions newest Apprentice Judge Peter Guidolin.
Measuring:  Dave Walt and Peter will be measuring dogs from 7:30 am to 7:50 am on Saturday.  Peter needs a minimum of 8 dogs to measure and we are sure he would greatly appreciate it if you could help him out with this.  He can take “unofficial” measures if requested but please wait until all the official ones are done.
Food:  There is a craft show in the big building beside the one we use and they have a food vendor available all weekend.
Seeding/Schedule: We used the NAFA Schedule Optimizer to create the schedule.  The seeding and schedule have been sent to all captains but can also be found at our web site www.rocketrelay.net .
Race Formats:  All divisions will be 3 out of 5 racing.  A new rule this year prevents a race lasting more then 5 heats.  So 1 point will be awarded to the team that wins the race (wins 3 heats). If no team wins 3 heats and the score is 2-2 and a tie, we will use a tie breaker of fastest non break out time IN THAT RACE to determine the winner.  If we have ran the 5th heat without any ties and no one has won 3 heats, then no tournament points will be awarded for that race.   Multi, Open 3 and 4 plus Regular 3, 4 and 5 will be a triple round robin.  Open 1 and 2 will be a double round robin.  Regular 1 and 2 will be a combined double round robin.
Race Numbers:  We will be using Andy McBride’s race tracking program called Flyball Geek.  If you have a smart phone or internet access on a lap top while at the venue, you can see what race we are on, who is on deck and who is in the hole (double on deck) by visiting http://flyballgeek.com/r/100 without coming in to the building.  
Warm Ups:  Warm ups will be two minutes for each team’s first race each day.  For all races after that, you will receive one minute.  Warm ups start as soon as the previous teams have removed their boxes from the ring.  

Scoring:  We will be scoring the tournament as we go.  If you notice any discrepancies on the stickers, please let the head table know right away so we can correct any errors in the computer program.  We will also have the exact dog point totals immediately after the last race each day.  Please feel free to drop by the head table just a few minutes after the end of racing to review your dogs’ point totals.  We will try to print off a copy of the point totals by club for your review during awards on Sunday.

Single Dog Racing:  Friday from 5 pm to 6:30 pm.  $5 for 5 “heats”.  We can provide dogs to run against if needed.
Time Sheets:  We can fill out your time sheets for you.  Please send Dave your line ups no later than 6 p.m. on Wednesday November 2nd and we will gladly prepare them for you.   They will be placed in your welcome bag but you are still required to check them for errors.  Remember, all time sheets must be handed into the head table prior to the start of the first race in your division. 
Placement/Awards:  Final placement will be decided by highest total points in the division.  Placement awards will be given to first and second place in Multi, Open 3 and 4 plus Regular 2, 3, 4 and 5. It will be given to third place in Open 1 and 2.  Regular 1 will be given to first place only. 
Tie Breaker:  1st – head to head racing; 2nd - Fastest time head to head (not a break out time); 3rd – Fastest tournament time (not a break out time).
Junior Participants:  As you all know, junior participants are important to us and we want to make sure they get recognized with a NAFA junior handler pin.  Please let us know if you have junior handlers (running dogs or shagging balls) and we will make sure they get called up during the awards ceremony to receive their brand new 2012 NAFA Junior Participant pin. 
Box/Line Judging:  If you would like to learn either job, we will be glad to teach you.  If you are under 18, you will need to get the RD’s approval if you have not already obtained it previously. Suzanne is pretty cool about this and usually lets us work with the kids.

Hotels:  Contact Dave for accommodations if required.  Unfortunately there is nothing local so it will be a bit of a drive to Brantford (15 mins).
Washrooms/Showers:  There are showers located in the washrooms which we will make available for an hour after racing each day if needed.  We will be locking the building up aprox 1 hour after racing on Saturday but will leave a key to get in with one of the teams staying over night incase you need in.  If single dog racing is not a go on Friday, the building will be locked by 5 pm.
Emergency Care:  If your dog needs to visit a Vet, the closest EVC is located in Hamilton at 505 King Street West.  Please see a RR member for directions.   If you need a Vet during business hours, there is the Grand River Vet Clinic on Hwy. 6/Argyle as you enter the town of Caledonia.  For humans, Hamilton General Emergency at 237 Barton St. East.  Please see a RR member for directions.

Raffle:  We are putting together a great raffle table.  As usual, we will make great use of the kids there and have them pick the winners at 2:00 pm on Sunday.
Vendors: The ever popular “CQ Collars” will be on hand Saturday and Sunday.  Stop by and check out Caroline’s beautiful designs.  Join the group CQ Collars on Facebook!

Please Pick Up After Your Dog. Bags Will Be Located At The Entrance Doors.  We really like this venue and hope to be welcomed back for many years to come.

Should you have any questions or concerns leading up to or during the tournament, please feel free to come and see me or email me at dwalt@koodomobile.blackberry.com and I/we will do our best to address your needs.
Looking forward to seeing you all there!!!  

Dave Walt
